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Some sad news. Our mentor and friend, Edwin Reade, passed away. The text of the following obituary appeared in the Vineyard Gazette and the Daily Hampshire Gazette:
Edwin G. Reade, Jr., Teacher and 
Avid Sportsman
Thursday, March 21, 2019 - 8:47am
E
[image: C:\Users\JOHNRO~1\AppData\Local\Temp\SNAGHTML8e0b6e1.PNG]dwin G. Reade, Jr. died on March 15 in his home at the Lathrop Retirement Community in Easthampton. He was 98, and his daughter Kate and son in law Josh were at his side.
Reade grew up in Watertown, Conn., spent his teaching and coaching career at Deerfield Academy and in retirement split his time between Vineyard Haven and Tampa before moving to Easthampton in 2015.
Reade was born in 1921 to Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Reade in Watertown, Conn. His one brother, Colonel Robert A. Reade, predeceased him in 2011.
[image: C:\Users\JOHNRO~1\AppData\Local\Temp\SNAGHTML8f1f138.PNG]Reade graduated from the Taft School in 1939 and Williams College in 1946, after serving in the military. In 1950 he married Florence Anne (Petey) Hofmann of Montclair, N.J. They had three children: Ned, John and Kate. Following Petey’s death in 1993, Reade married Mary Lee (Lippy) Rogers in 1995, a longtime friend from Martha’s Vineyard. The couple spent a joyous 20 years together, playing tennis and golf and enjoying their friends on the Vineyard and in Tampa. 
[image: C:\Users\JOHNRO~1\AppData\Local\Temp\SNAGHTML8fd74e9.PNG]An avid sportsman, Reade called himself a racketeer. He played tennis into his 90s and squash for more than 40 years. While coaching at Deerfield, he often determined that lads who could beat him while he played lefty would make junior varsity; those talented enough to compete against Reade’s right hand would rise to varsity.

[image: C:\Users\JOHNRO~1\AppData\Local\Temp\SNAGHTML8eedc66.PNG]Reade spent many summers teaching tennis at the Vineyard Haven Yacht Club and  participating in tournaments in Massachusetts, Florida and Bermuda. He kept opponents at bay with his American twist serve, short angle cross court forehand, and the unnerving ability to play ambidextrously .
[image: C:\Users\JOHNRO~1\AppData\Local\Temp\SNAGHTML8f69f18.PNG]He relished golf as well, especially in retirement at Farm Neck and at the Palma Ceia Club in Tampa. Though never a club champion, he did score a hole-in-one at 89! This lifetime of sports forged enduring friendships far and wide which he treasured.
 When World War II began, Reade left Williams and joined the Army Air Corps. He served from 1942 to 1945, including eighteen months in New Guinea as a pilot in the Fifth Air Force where he was a first lieutenant and won the Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Medal. Reade returned to Williams for his senior year, was elected to the Gargoyle Honorary Society, and played varsity tennis and squash.
[image: C:\Users\JOHNRO~1\AppData\Local\Temp\SNAGHTML8fad690.PNG]Dr. Frank Boyden, Headmaster of Deerfield Academy, hired Reade in 1946 to teach Spanish and French and coach varsity squash and tennis. Reade remained a respected teacher, coach and mentor at Deerfield for thirty-eight years. During that time, he also completed graduate work in Spanish at Middlebury College and Tufts. At Deerfield, Reade was honored with the Scaife Chair in the Humanities. While living in Deerfield, the Reades were devoted congregants of St. James Episcopal Church. Reade was an active member of the Deerfield Volunteer Fire Department.
 Upon retiring from Deerfield in 1984, Reade and his wife Petey moved to Vineyard Haven to a home Petey’s family had owned since 1936. The house, formerly a seamen’s bethel, was originally built in 1745. The Reades were active members of the Vineyard Haven Yacht Club and Trinity Episcopal Church in Oak Bluffs. The civic-minded Reade served as Senior Warden at Trinity Church in Oak Bluffs; board member of Havenside; chairman of the [image: C:\Users\JOHNRO~1\AppData\Local\Temp\SNAGHTML8fc4320.PNG]Williams Street Historic District Commission; member of the Tisbury Zoning Board of Appeals; and on the Vineyard Haven Yacht Club’s Board of Governors. 
Ed Reade is predeceased by his brother and his two wives. He leaves three children: Ned (and Maria) Reade of Pawling, N.Y. and Arlington, Vt.; John (and Masumi) Reade of Tokyo, Japan; and Kate (and Josh) Rosenblatt of Easthampton. He also leaves three stepchildren: Betsy (and Ed) MacMillan of Los Angeles, Calif.; Tom (and Melissa) Rogers of Rockville, Md.; and Robin (and Tim) Kirkpatrick of Atlanta, Ga., in addition to three granddaughters and one step granddaughter.
Contributions in Ed Reade’s honor may be made to Trinity Episcopal Church, P.O Box 2147, Oak Bluffs, MA 02557. A memorial service will be held on Martha’s Vineyard later this summer.
(End of the obituary.)
-o-oOo-o-
Several persons left and are continuing to leave condolence messages after the above obituary: 
March 30, 2019
Godspeed to your father, Kate. I’m keeping you all in my prayers.
Mary (Harrington) McLellan,
Southington, Connecticut
March 27, 2019
I have the fondest memories of Mr. Reade from days at Deerfield, and the mere mention of his name puts a smile on my face. He was larger than life.
Ave atque vale!
Teri Noel Towe, Deerfield ‘66,
Amenia, New York
March 27, 2019
During my post grad year at Deerfield I960-61, Ed Reade was my Spanish teacher. There were five of us in his class and he held us all accountable each day. It was a remarkable learning experience for me teaching me the importance of always being prepared.
John Walsh,
Westport, Connecticut
March 27, 2019
In 1983 I returned to work at Deerfield and, among myriad duties, I coached the junior squash team. I asked Ed for his most important piece of advice for a novice coach. He replied, “Never criticize a player after a loss, only after a win.” I have found that advice useful in many facets of life — Don’t kick ’em when their down! A wonderful, really GOOD man. Requiescat in pace!
Douglas Gortner ‘61,
Nashville, Tennessee
March 20, 2019
To Mr. Reade’s family,
Mr. Reade was my Spanish teacher at Deerfield and I greatly enjoyed his classes. He was a gracious soul and I had high respect for him. You have my deepest sympathy. Ron
Ron Bartos,
Foxborough, Massachusetts
-o-oOo-o-
We all regret his death, but he led a long and fulfilling life for 98 years. Would that we could all be so lucky. 
I apologize for not having sent out a Class Notes for several months, but I plan to send out another “issue” in about two weeks with news of classmates. If you have any memories of Mr. Reade at Deerfield, or memories of any other masters, fellow students, or staff, please send your thoughts to me so I can include them in our next Class Notes that will also contain recent news of classmates.  
John Robin (J.R.) Allen
Deerfield Class of 1952
E-Mail: jrapriddis@gmail.com
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