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ABOUT THE PROGRAM

At Pathways, returning alumni share stories of their  

career paths —and the challenges they faced along the way. 

The Pathways program was created by Linus Travers ’54  

and the Executive Committee of the Alumni Association. 



After leaving the valley in 2007, Jamila went on to pursue a B.A. in 
economics from the University of Southern California and a Masters Degree 
in Finance & Accounting from Kingston University in England. After a brief 
stint in FinTech Sales, Jamila came up with the idea for Kahmune one night 
after realizing how hard it was to find quality, affordable products that 
matched her dark complexion. Kahmune is a luxury marketplace for skin 
tone footwear and accessories. All products are designed in ten skin tone 
hues in order to provide all women with a true nude option. Having spent 
the majority of her childhood overseas in the Middle East, Jamila cites this 
international experience as the reason she is so passionate about diversity 
and inclusion. With no formal background in fashion design, she credits  
her desire to fill a much-needed gap in the market and lifelong love of 
fashion as driving factors in her quest to create change in the industry.

PRESENTER BIOS

Dr. Alison Lee (Class of ’97) is a NIH-funded 
physician-scientist who studies the health 
effects of early life exposure to air pollution, 
both ambient air pollution in the United States 
and household air pollution in rural Ghana. 
Alison completed her undergraduate studies 
at Brown University, medical school at the 
University of Massachusetts Medical School, 
and a Masters in Epidemiology at Columbia 
University Mailman School of Public Health. 
She trained in Pulmonary and Critical Care 
Medicine at Columbia University. Alison splits 
her time between her research projects  
in New York City and Kintampo, Ghana  
but likes best the quiet days she spends  
in Brooklyn with her two favorite people:  
five-year old James and two-year old Sophie.
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Matthew Lu is a member of the Class of 2009. After Deerfield, 

he moved north to Dartmouth College (and kept his green-and-

white apparel), where he graduated summa cum laude and  

Phi Beta Kappa. Upon graduating, he went to law school at  

the University of Chicago. Matthew has explored a variety of 

workspaces and applied the lessons from each experience  

to his nonprofessional projects.

In college, Matthew tried his hand at different aspects of  

the political nonprofit space in Washington, DC: he worked  

in a policy analyst-role at the American Enterprise Institute and 

in a fundraising-role at the Bipartisan Policy Center. Learning 

from these experiences, Matthew founded a nonprofit at  

Dartmouth called Philanthropic All-American Rush (PAAR), 

the first student-run, fundraising competition of its kind,  

among all of Dartmouth’s fraternities and sororities.  

PAAR raised over $200,000 in 2012-2014 for the Dartmouth-

Hitchcock Children’s Hospital; in partnership with local  

nonprofits, PAAR’s participation helped the Hospital  

exceed its event-driven fundraising record by 25%.

During his two summers at law school and 

immediately after graduation, Matthew worked 

in the New York and Hong Kong offices of  

the law firm Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 

Flom, where he took an interest in securities 

and mergers & acquisitions. In law school, 

Matthew spent most of his time doing non-

academic, practical work for entrepreneurs and 

Fortune 500 companies through the school’s 

clinic. As a project leader, Matthew and his 

team developed a strategy for a major U.S. 

dairy producer’s India subsidiary to double 

revenues over five years, recommending a 

product-line expansion to China and develop-

ment of a new global product line in soy; as 

a student director, Matthew managed over 

70 students providing legal services to the 

University’s start-up accelerator.

Since his stint as a capital markets lawyer, 

Matthew joined the Boston Consulting Group in 

a consultant role. Aside from the usual projects 

serving Fortune 500 companies in strategy and 

operations, Matthew has continued to pursue 

his interest in the start-up ecosystem.  

Matthew helped develop and implement a  

storage and logistics strategy for a billion-

dollar agriculture tech start-up, as well as 

a market-entry strategy for an early-stage 

start-up in the healthcare space. 

At Deerfield, Matthew was captain of the 

Debate Team, a senior editor of The Scroll, and 

a varsity member of the water polo and swim 

teams. Some of his fondest memories of  

Deerfield are learning how to swim com-

petitively and ultimately placing at the New 

England Championships in his senior year.

MATTHEW LU ’09
L A W  A N D  C O N S U L T A N T

Albert C. Nichols is the founder and CEO of Hall, 

a company that builds dining-halls and community 

spaces for life after work. Albert founded Hall  

with the mission of creating a place, open to all,  

to enable people to routinely discover, and share,  

what they care about.

Albert founded Hall in 2017 after falling victim  

to a common post-college lifestyle driven by  

work and weekly errands and chores: little  

time for seeing friends, meeting new people,  

and discovering or growing personal interests.

Hall launched its first location in the fall of 2018. 

Members get access to Hall (a physical space 

designed for socializing, events, and being  

productive) where healthy dinner, community 

events, and experiences catered toward personal 

growth occur daily.

While in college, Albert was asked to run a 

research team at IBM’s Research Center for  

Social Software after founding his first company, 

Dabbut. This began a career at IBM which  

culminated in leading the product management 

division responsible for spearheading IBM’s  

transition to cloud services offerings.

Albert received a B.S. in Computer Science from 

the Tufts University School of Engineering where he 

competed on the varsity sailing team and founded 

The Entrepreneurs Society. Albert attended The Fay 

School and Deerfield Academy where he captained 

the varsity wrestling teams, was a proctor, and  

sang a cappella.

Albert lives in Boston, MA and maintains ties  

to his hometown, York Harbor, ME. His hobbies 

include design, architecture, squash, and  

one-design sailing.
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